Introduction
Attention Grabber

Thesis Statement

Pre-Roman Britain

Pre-literate

Pagan

Celtic

Roman Britain

How the Romans got there: date-50BC

What the Romans contributed: LATIN, infrastructure, Christianity

How did they leave, why, when – 400-450

Left power vacuum into which came the Jutes, Angles (Angleland), Saxons

Historic Arthur: May or may not have existed, led Britain against Germanic invaders, was or was not a king, etc.
Anglo-Saxon Britain

449-1066

449- Romans leave

1066 – Norman conquest

Old English is basically German (third language)

Bede, (d.735) Latin, History of the English People, records British history from Julius Caesar to ~700, Caedmon of Whitby

Bede was a monk, wrote & taught, his students brought learning to Charlemagne’s empire

Later venerated, bones moved around

Beowulf

Historic: 500

Sung by Scops ~750

Written 1000 (1 surviving manuscript from which ALL translations are made)
A/S Values: bravery, loyalty, being a good king (ring giver) and a good vassal, etc. Monsters are evil<Cain

Epic: long narrative poem, written in high diction, values of culture, legendary figures, started off orally

Pagan>Christian

Takes place in Denmark (Danish rulers of Britain)

Seafarer

Anonymous

Exeter Book

750

Cusp between Christianity and Paganism

King Alfred

United England defend against Vikings

Translation of Latin texts into English and makes written English respectable

Medieval Lit (1066-1485)
Norman Conquest

1066

William the bastard

Norman French becomes official language
Domesday/Doomsday Book

Robin Hood, Ivanhoe

200 years to merge cultures

Middle English

Lion in Winter

Elenor of Aquitaine

Romance/Courtly Love/Chivalry

Chretien d’ Troyes

Arthurian Romance

Henry II

First Plantagenet

Kills Becket

Richard I (Lionheart)
Crusader

John I (Lackland)

Magna Carta

All must follow the law

Taxes must be approved by Parliament

Chaucer

1400

Civil servant, 100 Years War, traveled extensively (France and Italy)

Long romantic poems, translation of Romance of the Rose

Buried at Westminster Abby, First in Poet’s Corner

Canterbury Tales

Unfinished frame story

Frame: 30 pilgrims tell 4 stories going to and from Canterbury to visit the remains of Becket. Should have been 120 stories.

Stories span all walks of life in Britain

Middle English

Prose and Verse

1 Romance, comedies, tragedies, moral tales, etc.

Knight’s Tale: formal, Romance (Rome)

Wife of Bath: What do women want?

Pardoner’s Tale: Death and greed

Millers Tale: just fun, told by a drunk

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Anonymous

~1450

Arthurian

From Northern England

Romance

Morte d’Artur

Thomas Malory

1480

Late Middle/Modern English

All Arthurian stories in one PROSE narrative

Thomas Caxton printed

Romance: chivalry and courtly love

Like an epic, shows the Norman French-ified English chivalric values that have never gone away

Order of the Garter

Round Tables

Peers of the Realm
100 Years War

England and France duking it out over land in France

France wins

Stars: Henry V and Joan of Arc

War of the Roses

Civil war fought between rival noble families

Resulted in a terrible loss of NOBLE lives

Ends with death of Richard III and succession of Henry VII (Tudor)

Renaissance (1485-1660)

Tudors 

Henry VIII

Church of England

Thomas More

First Renaissance ruler in England

Married 6 times looking for a male heir

Was a poet: Greensleeves

Succeeded by a young male child who dies before maturity followed by 

Mary (return to Catholicism), then by 

Elizabeth I (return to Protestantism)

Thomas More

Humanist

Pen pals with Erasmus and Luther

On bleeding edge of the Reformation

Henry VIIIs lawyer

Was killed by Henry VIII because he would not sanction a divorce

Utopia

1516
Utopia: becomes the term we use for a perfect world and a whole genre of literature

Pun: in Greek is No Where

Anticipating Communism: No personal property in Utopia

Spenser

b. 1552-1599

Faerie Queene

Was Q Eliz.

Allegory about all the values of England: Red Cross Knight

Unfinished

In Sonnets: Spenserian Sonnets < Petrarchan

Rhyme Scheme: ababbcbccdcdee

Had property in Ireland

Was ambitious and disappointed

Poets poet

Philip Sidney

1554-86

A noble and courtier

Close friends with Spenser

Astrophel and Stella

Sonnet sequence

I’m a Dear John

Dies early in defense of Dutch Protestants

Christopher Marlowe

1554-93

Playwright and poet

10 years ahead of Shakespeare

Also a spy

Died/assassinated in a bar fight

Was almost certainly gay

Plays

Edward II

Faust

Tamberlane

Hero and Leander

Blank Verse!!!! (unrhymed iambic pentameter)

The Passionate Shepherd (pastoral poetry)

Sir Walter Raleigh

Renaissance man: Privateer and poet and courtier, etc.

Answered Marlowe’s Passionate Shepherd
